
Books for 
4s and 5s

A list of books to share 
with your preschooler.

Moon Plane 
written and illustrated by Peter McCarty
A small boy looks up at the sky and imagines himself in a 
plane soaring about the fields, flying faster than a car, and 
zooming off into space.

Olivia Saves the Circus 
written and illustrated by Ian Falconer
When it’s her turn to tell about her 
vacation, Olivia tells the class how 
she filled in for ALL of the sick circus 
performers.

 
Pete’s a Pizza 
written and illustrated by  
William Steig
Pete’s father knows just how to banish 
a grumpy mood. He kneads the boy 
with tickles, oils him with water, tosses 
him into the air and sprinkles him with 

talcum-flour, checkers-tomatoes, and paper-cheese – 
turning Pete into a giggling pizza!

Where the Wild Things Are 
written and illustrated by Maurice Sendak
When Max makes too much mischief and is sent to bed 
without his supper he sails to the land of the wild things 
where he is so appreciated that he becomes king. This 
classic story of imagination encourages the acceptance 
and taming of the wild thing in all of us.

Preschoolers like books that tell 
stories and make them giggle.
Laugh along with them and you’ll be help build a 
lifelong love of reading. Not only that, but you’ll be 
strengthening the skills they’ll need to be confident 
and happy readers.  Working on memorization, letter 
recognition and experimenting with writing will also 
help them build skills they’ll need for kindergarten.  

Tips for reading to preschoolers:*
Read together every day•	  
Give everything a name. •	 Build vocabulary by 
talking about interesting words and objects.
Read with fun in your voice•	 . Ham it up by using 
different voices and expressions.
Be interactive. •	 Discuss what’s happening in the 
book, point things out and ask questions.
Talk about writing, too. •	 Mention how we read 
from left to right and how words are separated 
by spaces. •	
Know when to stop.•	  Put the book away for a while 
if your preschooler has lots interest.
Point out print everywhere. •	 Talk about the 
written words you see in the world around you.

* Courtesy of www.ReadingRockets.org.  
Reading Rockets is a national multimedia project offering information and 
resources on how young kids learn to read and how caring adults can help. 

Children’s Room
Hedberg Public Library

316 S. Main St. Janesville, WI  53545
(608) 758-6585 www.hedbergpubliclibrary.org

Booklist compiled by 
Hedberg Public Library Youth Services Department



Families Near and Far

A Castle on Viola Street 
written and illustrated by 
Diane DiSalvo
When Andy’s hardworking family 
joins a community program 
restoring old houses, they are finally 
able to get a house of their own.

Five Creatures 
written by Emily Jenkins, illustrated by Tomek Bogacki
A young girl compares and contrasts the qualities of 
those who share her house – mother, father, and two cats 
– while encouraging observation from readers, too.

Henry’s First-Moon Birthday 
written by Lenore Look, 
illustrated by Yumi Heo
Jen and her grandmother prepare for 
the traditional Chinese celebration to 
welcome her new baby brother.

How to Be a Baby – By Me,  
the Big Sister 
written by Sally Lloyd-Jones, 
illustrated by Sue Heap
An all-knowing big sister gives her baby 
sibling lessons in being a baby.

I Lost My Tooth in Africa  
written by Penda Diakité, 
illustrated by Baba Wagué Diakité
While visiting her father’s family  
in Mali, a young girl loses a  
tooth and discovers the African 

tradition of the tooth fairy.

“Let’s Get a Pup!” Said Kate 
written and illustrated by Bob Graham
When Kate and her parents visit the animal shelter, an 
adorable puppy charms them, but it is very hard to  
leave an older dog behind.

Mice and Beans 
written by Pam Muñoz Ryan,  
illustrated by Joe Cepeda
While Rosa Maria spends the week 
getting ready for her granddaughter’s 
birthday party and trying to avoid 
attracting mice, the mice are getting 
ready for a fiesta of their own.

My Dadima Wears a Sari 
by Kashmira Sheth, illustrated by Yoshiko Jaeggi
Two young American sisters learn about the beauty and 
art of wearing a sari from their wise Indian grandmother.

There’s Only One of Me 
written and illustrated by  
Pat Hutchins
A birthday girl describes her 
relationship with different family 
members from mom and dad to 

step- and half-siblings in a wonderful cumulative story 
that celebrates families of all kinds.

Waiting for May  
written and illustrated by Janet Morgan Stoeke
Daniel tries to be patient as he helps his family prepare 
for the adoption of a new sister from China.

All Around the Year
Bear Wants More 
written by Karma Wilson, 
illustrated by Jane Chapman
When spring comes Bear is very 
hungry so his forest friends help 
gather a feast.

A Child’s Calendar 
written by John Updike,  
illustrated by Trina Schart Hyman
A family of biracial children acts as 
guides through the poetry describing a 
New England year.

Gotta Go! 
written by Sam Swope, illustrated by Sue Riddle
“Gotta go! Gotta go! Gotta go to Mexico!” Children will 
join in on the refrain as they follow the life cycle of a 
Monarch butterfly.

Leaf Man 
written and illustrated by Lois Ehlert
The beauty and variety of the  
leaves of fall are showcased in this 
wonderfully imaginative story of a 
man made of leaves who must travel 
where the wind blows.

Snow 
written and illustrated by Manya Stojic
Children will be drawn in by the lush paintings and will 
enjoy reading the spare text that describes animals 
preparing for winter.

Up North at the Cabin 
written by Marsha Wilson Chall, 
illustrated by Steve Johnson
A young girl looks forward to a summer 
of fishing, diving, and exploring when 
her family returns to their cabin in the 
north woods.

Let’s Pretend!
Alice the Fairy 
written and illustrated by  
David Shannon
Certain that she’ll be a real fairy  
someday, Alice practices the special 
things she can do now, like turning her 
dad into a horse for horsey rides and 

making herself disappear by turning off the lights.

Car Wash 
written by Sandra and Susan Steen,  
illustrated by G. Brian Karas
A brother and sister enjoy riding through the car wash  
as imagine being inside a submarine, watching a 
hurricane, and more.

Elizabeti’s Doll 
written by Stephanie Stuve-Bodeen, 
illustrated by Christy Hale
A young Tanzanian girl long to imitate 
her mother, who cares for the little girl’s 
baby brother, but Elizabeti has no doll. 

Ever inventive, she finds the perfect rock and uses it to 
imagine becoming a wonderful mother herself.


